evidently concocted with the same end in view. Profiting by the widespread interest aroused in the discovery of Tut-ankh-Amen's tomb in 1922, he stated that this head also was found in the Valley of the Tombs of the Kings near Thebes, in a tomb about 500 metres distant from the former. The head itself, however, disproves this assertion. Its tissues are black and hard, being preserved by the familiar Ptolemiaic-Roman method; and there are no interments of this period anywhere near Tut-ankh-Amen's tomb.
The light feminine architecture of the skull and the prominent frontal eminences indicate that this is most probably the head of a woman. She was advanced in years. Her features are well formed, and that she belonged to the wealthier class may be assumed from the great care exercised in the performance of the ceremonious technique of embalming and mummification. This was done by what is known as the " first method "-an extremely lengthy and costly proceeding, involving removal of the contents of the cranial cavity by the use of a sort of copper or bronze tenaculum, after perforation of one of the plates of the ethmoid bone. Faint traces of aromatic odours still persist. Signs of advanced age appear by reason of the obliquity of the angle of the mandible (1600), the results of osteolysis of its alveolar processes, marked malocclusion of the third molars and attrition of the remaining incisors and canines. Several teeth are absent. The presence of a large cavity of excavation, probably occasioned by dental caries, is clearly revealed by an examination with X-rays. This occurs in the right mandibular first molar. Dolichocephalic in type, the facial angle measures 90°, %he cephalic index is 78, the gnathic index is 99, while the sagittal length, the frontal breadth, and the horizontal circumference measure 36 cm., 16x5 cm. and 72 cm. respectively. Patches of scalp hair are seen. It is *cut short and has been stained a deep red colour with henna. The ancient Egyptians dved the palms of the hands, soles of the feet, and nails of the toes and fingers with this tanning and cosmetic agent-a custom which prevails to this day in the belief that it hardens the epidermis. Tails of horses were similarly treated, and the hair of old, but not of young women. The cranial cavity was empty, except for some bits of dried resin and desiccated brain substance. The axis of the vertebral column remains in situ, but the atlas was broken in the act of decapitation. Imbedded in the resin or bitumen were found the bodies of certain coleoptera, similar in appearance to those discovered in the thorax of a young girl of the Ptolemiiic period. X-rays show that the frontal sinuses and the sella turcica are unusually large. The furrows for the accommodation of the middle meningeal artery are clearly defined on the internal aspect of the parietal bones.
I am greatly indebted to Dr. Barook Masuda, of Cairo, for the gift of this valuable relic, and also to Dr. Ennis, Assistant Professor of Radiology at the University of Pennsylvania, for his skilful photography of the subject.
